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DUKE DE RICH LIEU. 


S IR, 


Aving at S—e experienced 
the effects of your penetra- 


tion and ſagacity, as well as your 


valour and conduct at F * 
could not be ſo far wanting to my- 
ſelf, as not to embrace every op- 
portunity of cultivating a corre- 
ſpondence with your WE. 

Your h—- will, I hope, pardon 
me, if I put you in mind of the 
humanity and politeneſs for which 
the court of the grand monarch is 
ſo univerſally famed ; at the fame 
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time aſſuring, that the lenity of 
their procedure is no leſs engaging 
than the brilliancy of the Britiſh 
aſſemblies and ſplendid greatneſs 
of their flamming maſquerades. 
Your h—-- is ſenſible, of what 
all Germany perfectly well knows 
that the electoral dominions of 
your r—| f-—-r are at this time 


in the poſſeſſion of the troops of 


the moſt chriſtian k—: I have 


endeavoured, as much as is con- 
ſiſtent with the ſaſe accommoda- 
tion of theſe, to create the leaſt 
poſſible trouble to the inhabitants. 


I have eaſed the tradeſman of the 
trouble of working in the dull and 


heavy manner practiſed among the 


inhabitants upon the Weſer; and 


have every where introduced me- 
chanics of every kind, to teach 
them a la mode de Paris. The 
German diſhes, you know, were 

no 


6 
no way agreeable to the faſhionable 


taſte of the beau- monde; ever 
day ſince their connection with 
England, they delighted to intro- 
duce the clowniſh, obſolete, and 
rural kind of living, that was prac- 
tiſed in the days of queen Beſs, to 
the utter rejecting of the neweſt 
faſhions at Verſailles, which were 
ſo eagerl d at by the Eng- 
liſh E 10 talk 9 
the new faſhions, was the greateſt 
part of education a fine gentleman 
could entertain his relations with, 
after returning from his travels. I, 
ſir, have endeavoured to remove 
theſe clowniſh and ruſtic cuſtoms, 
by bringing in a number of the 
beſt cooks and valets, in order to 
form the minds of your {—--'s 
ſubjects, by precept, and to excite 
by example, to follow les modes 
de Paris. 


But, 


1 
But, fr, this is not all. I have 
ſent people to dig, both in the 


filver and copper mines, in order 


to pave a way for the further ag- 


grandizing of the electoral eſtates ; 
and fo careful have I been in this 
particular, that, leſt theſe ſhould 
turn lazy, I have ordered the 
higher parts of the electoral ſpecie 
into the king's dominions. 

Now, fir, for ſo many favours, 
and that I ſtill have in my power 
to confer many more, let me in- 
treat' you, which I do, par ma 
foi with as much fincerity and 
truth as I was concerned for ad- 
miral Byng about ſome months 
ago. 

The gentleman I have to re- 


commend to you is the generous 


and tender - hearted fir John 
M—--t, who is a near relation of 


the earl of P———h, once a 


general 


E 
general of the Britiſh forces in 
Spain, and who was ſo greatly in 
the intereſt of the grand monarch 
Louis XIV, that he oppoſed car- 
rying on the war againſt France, 
in the houſe of lords, and offered 
to fight John duke of M- h 
at a ſingle combat, when inſiſting 
on a war in Flanders. And as it 
is the duty of every Frenchman to 
wiſh well to the M——t family, 
but particularly to fir J---, fo I 
hope I may be excuſed for inte- 
reſting myſelf in his favour, and 
for ſuggeſting a few of the many 
arguments that may be uſed for 
preventing any hurt or puniſhment 
falling upon him. 

All Europe knows that the 
court of France was appriſed of 
the ſchemes of the Engliſh for 
making deſcents on their coaſts. 
We had ſpies in every ſea-port ; 
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and theſe met, from time to time, 
at L —'S head in the Strand, 
where they communicated to each 
other their obſervations and intel- 
ligence, and tranſmitted them, by 
the firſt and ſureſt occaſion, to 
Paris. 

Every thing was put in the beſt 
poſture of detence, where a de- 
ſcent was expected; or it this was 


_ overlooked in ſome places, I am 


ſure general M--—t muſt eaſily 
ſuppoſe this to have been the caſe: 
and therefore if his imagination 
ſuggeſted what was natural to ſup- 
poſe, and he followed the natural 
dictates of his own heart, equally 
carefu], not to ſpill the blood of 


his countrymen, and of the earl 


"22S 's friends the 


French, it is hard he ſhould ſuffer. 


Europe already ſtands amazed at 
the expedition : and ſhall they 
have 
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have ſomething further to raiſe 
their ſurprize ? At this rate, Eng- 
land will be a country of wonders, 
and every ſixth month will bring 

forth a prodigy | | 
When I landed at Minorca, on 
the 18th of April, 1756, Spain 
and Portugal, and the ſtates of 
Italy, were aſtoniſhed at the de- 
fenceleſs condition of the place, 
in which there were not more than 
two ſhips of the line and three fri- 
gates, and but a garriſon of 2700 
men. This raiſed ſurprize in one 
quarter, while the expedition itſelf, 
under my command, raiſed aſto- 
niſhment in another. | 
How could it be thought that 
a French army, guarded by no 
more than twelve men of war and 
five frigates, ſhould attempt a 
place in the poſſeſſion of a crown, 
whoſe navy is the moſt formida- 
B ble 
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ble in the world, and could eaſily 
have been diſpatched to its relief? 
France continued the object of 
ſurprize, until the arrival of M. 
Byng, with a fleet ſcarce able to 
contend with that of France, un- 
der the count de Galiſſoniere, who, 
having by the doubtful fortune of 
war, defeated M. Byng, I was 
left to purſue inceſſantly the ſiege 
of fort St. Philip's, which, my 
good friend, the worthy general 
B-----y, ſurrendered to me, before 
any breach was made in the body 
of the place. And here, allow me 
to teſtify my great friendſhip for 
M. B——y, who was pleaſed to 
make mention of the little civili- 
ties I ſhewed him, and ſhall. be 
ready to ſhew to all ſuch as follow 
his example, ſince every perſon 
muſt be ſenſible that it is not beſt 
to fight to the laſt extremity ; 

1 and, 
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and, rather than encounter num- 
bers with a handful of men, like 
Edward the Black Prince and the 
fool-hardy Charles XII. of Sweden, 
to terminate things amicably by 
the mediation of a third power, 
and fo ſign a convention for pre- 
venting the effuſion of human 
blood! 

I truly rejoiced at the conven- 
tion, if on no other account than 
this, that ſucceeding ages will be 
convinced that you and I were ac- 
quainted ; and I always am glad 
of new acquaintances, eſpecially 
with thoſe of the Engliſh nation, 
who have done ſo much honour 
to my recommendation. Nor ever 

can good manners and politeneſs, 
as a principal ſervant of the grand 
monarch, ſuffer me to forget how 
much I am obliged to them for 
the great honours conferred on 
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M. B——y, in dignifying him 
with the title of a Lord; nor can 
I forbear to declare my entire ſa- 
tisfaction with the people of Ire- 
land, who have voted him a fine 
monument; and to inſcribe the 
words of the firſt article of the ca- 
pitulation upon it. Be affured, 
that on every occaſion, I ſhall 
exert myſelf to ſhew kindneſs and 
humanity, to a people ſo well de- 
ſerving at my hand. 

I know, fir, that the Engliſh 
miniſtry are divided among them- 
ſelves; and that theſe diviſions 
contribute much to promote the 
intereſt of my auguſt maſter, whoſe 
lenity and moderation always is 
proportionable to his ſucceſs. He 
has propoſed to me to ſend, not 
only to lord Bi, but likewiſe 
to ſieur Jean M , the order 


of St. Louis; and I flatter myſelf 
with 


131 
with being able to procure, by my 
own intereſt, with the auguſt 
queen of Poland, mother to the 
dauphineſs, the order of the Spread 
Eagle: for, I aſſure you, that ſhe 
has, by her ſtaying in Dreſden, 
ſince the retreat of her huſband, 
not a little contributed towards 
putting an end to the war. She 
is the daughter of the emperor Jo- 
ſeph, who ſucceeded his brother 
Leopold in the year 1705, and, 
in whoſe time, the troops and 
kingdom of Louis le Grand ſuf- 
fered ſuch havock, by the ſword, 
famine, and peſtilence, as nothing 
but time, and the ſtrenuous en- 
deavours of the empreſs-queen and 
her Poliſh majeſty, could atone 
for. By means of the courtiers 
about this princeſs, not only the 
Auſtrians, but likewiſe the French 
have an account of all the ſchemes 

and 
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and projects of the king of Pruſſia, 
who at this time appears to be 
ripe for deſtruction, and perhaps 
would be demoliſhed, if it was 
not for the moderation and lenity 
of my auguſt maſter. = 

Now, fir, to be free with you, 
I ſhall, in teſtimony of my grati- 
tude for your marching to the 
Lower Weſer, inſtead of taking the 
road to Magdeburgh, inform you, 
in the ſame manner as if you was 
the duke de Mirepoix, my moſt 
honoured friend, or even my own 
brother, that it is not the intention 
of Louis bien Aime, tho'an enemy 


to blood, at this time to put an 


end to the war, upon many conſi- 
derations. Your h-—- cannot be 
of opinion that the king can ever 
be a cordial friend to the empire of 
Germany, the body politic, which, 
next to England, has oppoſed the 

ad- 
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advancement of the houſe of Bour- 
bon to univerſal monarchy. The 
ſcheme of his majeſty and of M. 
de Rouille is, that Germany, from 
one end to the other, become a 
theatre of action, as it is at pre- 
ſent, being ravaged by no leſs than 
ſeven armies: one of which is under 
the command of prince Charles of 
Lorrain and count Daun; a ſe- 
cond under the command 'of the 
king of Pruſſia; a third under the 
prince of Bevern; a fourth under 
the prince of Soubiſe and the 
prince of Saxe-Hilburghauſen ; a 
fifth under the Swediſh general, 
field-marſhal Ungern Sternberg; 

a ſixth under count — and 
the prince of Holſtein; and a ſe- 
venth, of only eighty thouſand 
men, and no more, commanded 
by myſelf. Now, fir, can a more 
favourable opportunity happen for 


ruin- 
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ruining Germany by the hands of 
Germans, and for making them, 
like the armed men who ſprung 
from the teeth of the dragon, draw 
their ſwords againſt each other, 
and fight to the utter extirpation 


of either party. Every Engliſh- 


man will certainly rejoice at this ; 
for the Engliſh love the French, 
and imitate them in moſt things : 


they even build their ſhips, a la 


mode de Toulon et Marſeilles. 


There is not a common loldier in 


the whole army under my com- 


mand, who would not prefer being 
entertained with Engliſh beef rear d 
up in the parks of Herenhauſen, to 
the ragoux and lettice, on which 
they live in Old France: and I 


think no people can blame the 


French for living well in a foreign 
country, ſince there comes not a 


ak ſous out of the pocket of the 
grand 
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d monarch; and, to ſhew you 

t I am no enemy to the king 
of Pruſſia, I hereby aſſure you, 
that he ſhall not be attacked by 
any of the French troops, except 
by thoſe, who act in conjunction 
with the army of the empire, 


which I could heartily wiſh was 
deſtroyed. 
Your h muſt be ſenſible 

that the king of Pruſſia is much 
weaker at this time than firſt when 
he opened the campaign. The 
army of obſervation, whoſe lives 
you huſbanded ſo well, as only to 
engage a {mall part of them at the 
battle of Haſtenbeck, and after- 
ward to conclude a convention on 
their account, cannot- in honour, 
or conſiſtent with intereſt, act 
further in oppoſition to me ; and 
therefore I think the Pruſſians 
ſhould be aſſiſted more by Eng- 
C land 
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land than hitherto they have been; 
and that not only the laſt year's 
ſubſidy of 200, ooo l. ſhould be 
continued to them, but alſo the 
money that was given by parlia- 
ment to the Hanoverian, Saxe- 
Gothan, and Heſſian troops, which 
now are no more. 

I am confident that the friends 
of M. Byng will have ſome regard 
for my recommendation, ſince I 


did every thing in my power for 


ſaving the life of that unfortunate 


commander: moved with pity and 
compaſſion for his caſe, I wrote to 
M. de Voltaire, then at Geneva, 
expreſſing my concern at his un- 
happy fituation ; and forry am I 
that. my letter, which was tranſ- 
mitted by M. de Voltaire to M. 
Byng, but fell into the hands of the 
Britiſh m y, had not the deſired 
effect; HE M. Byng, by ſparing 


his 
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his own men at a ſea-engagement 
off Mahon, did no more than the 
Britiſh g------s did this and the 
laſt year in North-America. It 
was what lord B— -y did at 
Mahon itſelf. It was but in con-- 
formity to your h---ſs's conduct 
at Haſtenbeck and 8—e, and 
ſomewhat reſembling the beha- 
viour of fieur Jean Mit lately 
at Aix. The fame of this gentle- 
man, I aſſure you, has juſtled out 
of the coffee -houſes of Paris, and 
even the king's court at Verſailles, 
the convention ſigned betweetr a 
your h----{s and me. Tis no 
wonder that the expedition to the 
coaſt of France ſhould terminate 
like that toward Bremen and Ver- 
den; for the convention was ſign d 
the 8th of September, the very 
day that the fleet and tranſports 
failed from Spithead ; both expe- 
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tions concluded in a manner very 
ſatisfactory to the king my maſter. 
And here I intreat you will receive 
my compliments of congratulation 
upon both, wiſhing that your tem- 
ples may be crowned with olive, 
as you took the affair upon your- 
ſelf, and may ten thouſand place- 
men be ready to ſound out your 
praiſe. Then let the obſtinate and 
fool-hardy, look into the ocean 
while it is calm, ſooner may they 
be able to raiſe tempeſts there, than 
diſturb the univerſal joy that reigns 
1nthe breaſtof every Frenchman, to 
think of an event that crowns what 
the count d'Etrees, your friend 
and well-wiſher, ſo well begun. 
If I was writing to any other 
perſon but you, I ſhould requeſt of 
him to make my compliments to 
the d— of N——e, and to in- 


form him, that whenever a peace 
is 


211 
is concluded, I ſhall uſe my utmoſt 


endeayours to ſend over into Eng- 
land an ambaſſador of M. de Mi- 
repoix's turn of mind, who may 
compliment his grace with pipes of 
Burgundy and Champagne, no 
worſe than that uſed at his own 
table, in order to chear up the 
ſpirits of the lords and ladies, after 
having loſt the bulk of their 
eſtates by gambling. 

Lord / ſhall likewiſe be 
ſtrongly recommended by me, to 
our next ambaſſador, in whoſe re- 
tinue a ſufficient number of Swiſs 
valets, French uſhers, and French 
cooks, ſhall be ſent over. I have 
a very great regard for 1 
who, I hope, will continue a 
ticular friend. of the grand mo- 
narch, who will take care to ſend 
him three times the quantity of 
wine, and of much better quality, 

than 


La J 


than what he has drunk ſince the 
time he received a preſent of bur- 


gundy from the late * de Mi- 


repoix. 

As for M. "WP I am far from 
bearing him any ill-will ; I ſhall 
always be glad to ho of his 
ſchemes, and ſhall rejoice that they 
come to the {ame iſſue with the 
late expedition, in which ſieur Jean 
was concerned, and heartily wiſh 
that he may four out the Ame of 
the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament 
in concerting means for making an 
enquiry into the things paſt, with- 
out agreeing upon any ſettled me- 
thod of procedure; tho I ſhould 
be ſorry That the great aſſembly 
ſhould ſo ſervilely imitate the 
French, as to provide againſt the 
time to come. 

-. Upon the whole, I want words 
to expreſs my regard for your 


h----ſs 
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h—-fs, and my great gratitude 
for preventing the effuſion of hu- 
man blood. All the troops under 
my command are of the ſame opi- 
nion ; and though they keep poſ- 
ſeſſion of H r, yet the ſame 
ſhall be evacuated, as ſoon as the 
provinces of Virginia, Maryland, 
and Nova Scotia, are ceded to the 
French, which, as it will be to 
the advantage of the H —s, 
as well as the intereſt of France, 


I pray and hope will ſpeedily hap- 


pen. Your h fs and I are not 
enemies : your enemies, if there be 
any, are at London; and mine are 
at the court of Verſailles. How- 
ever, both of us may reſt entirely 


fatisfied, fince each has ſecured the 


eſteem and affection of our reſpec- 


tive kings. 
Before I conclude, ſuffer me, 
in teſtimony of my great reſpec, to 
in- 
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inform you, that I deſign to ofter 


my compliments tothe lord mayor, 
the court of aldermen, and com- 
mon-council of the city of L---n, 
and to the whole of the livery; for 
the great encouragement given by 
the wealthy citizens of that metro- 
polis to the imports from France, 
and to Frenchmen, animates me 


with a real deſire of having an op- 
rtunity of ſhewing the fame 


marks of affection and regard for 


them, which I ſhewed to lord 
By; and as I know the event 
would give entire ſatisfaction to 
my <2, maſter, ſo I ſhall leave 
no ſtone unturned to bring it 
about ; being further prom pted 


by rity conſideration of having in 


that caſe full liberty of ſeeing and 


converſing with you. Iam, 1 


RICHLIEU. 
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